Attorney General Ashcroft:

“What has kept me going since the early 1930s
trying to help make our world a human and
lovable place in which to live? Commitment
…Commitment is not static. It grows with
one’s understanding. Commitment is a
constant state of fertilization of the heart and
mind which fuels the determination to live up
to one’s beliefs. It means keeping a promise
to oneself and others. Sometimes it can be
scary. Nevertheless, one feels a sense of
integrity, striving to express in action the soul’s
deepest sense of what is right and good.”
—Wally Nelson (1909–2002)

take action!
On October 26, 2001, President Bush signed
into law the USA PATRIOT Act, giving the
FBI and the CIA greater rights to wiretap
phones, monitor e-mail, survey medical,
financial and student records, and break
into homes and offices without prior
notification. It threatens rights guaranteed by the Bill of Rights of the U.S.
Constitution. Info: www.bordc.org. Write
John Ashcroft and voice your concern
regarding the USA PATRIOT Act.

“I am concerned to strive for a coherent,
integrated life, so that the way I live and get
my living might be the clearest statement
I can make of my belief in nonviolence…by
simplifying my needs and living more nearly
within the bounds of my own productivity,
I hope to reduce my exploitation of the
earth and its inhabitants.”
—Juanita Nelson (1923)
Juanita Nelson moved to Woolman Hill in Deerfield in 1974 with Wally, her
partner of 26 years at the time. Wally passed away in 2002. Today Juanita
continues their life of radical simplicity, in a home with no electricity or running
water, growing her own food. They met while he was serving a 33-month prison
sentence for conscientious objection to World War II. Both were active in the
early years of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), doing nonviolent actions
to integrate public facilities, including Wally’s participation in the first Freedom
Ride through the South in 1947. Both were also founding members of Peacemakers,
a national movement dedicated to nonviolence, draft resistance and war tax
refusal. Locally, Juanita and Wally founded the Pioneer Valley War Tax
Resisters and are founding members of the Valley Community Land Trust.

Oo Cc T t Uo Bb R e E r

☛ Go with a neighbor to visit the Sojourner
Truth statue, located in Florence.

☛ Research the ways that people from all races
have contributed to culture in the Americas.

☛ Help undo the common myth that
Columbus “discovered” America and help
tell the truth about the suffering inflicted
on the indigenous people. A good resource
is Rethinking Schools: www.rethinking
schools.org. You may also want to help
tell the story of Bartolomeo de las Casas,
the friar who blew the whistle on the
actions of Columbus: www.lascasas.org/
web_resources.htm.
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Birthday, Mohandas
Gandhi (1869–1948),
leader of the nonviolent
movement to end British
rule of India

Getting sensitive to language
This month, we highlight some institutional religious and cultural bias in U.S. society to reflect upon. Christianity is
woven through the fabric of our institutional lives such as through the vision of god invoked on our currency and through
the words of the Pledge of Allegiance. The way we categorize and structure time is also culturally and religiously based.
Many institutional and commercial schedules revolve around the Christian calendar. In addition, the Gregorian calendar,
the current international basis for marking time, is based on a European, Christian standard. Though the terminology
for labeling years has changed, the dates have remained constant to reflect the approximated birth of Jesus. Also, the
Gregorian calendar measures time by a solar cycle in contrast to calendars which measure time by lunar cycles, such as
Jewish and Chinese calendars.
Massasoit (1580–1661)
was the chief of the
Wampanoag people and
one of the most powerful indigenous leaders in
New England.
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Birthday, Ken Saro-Wiwa
(1941–1996), Nigerian
political activist and
writer who protested
against the destruction
of his community’s lands
by Dutch Shell Oil and
other western oil companies. Assassinated
in 1996.
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(2002) The Sojourner Truth Memorial Statue dedication. The site of the statue, the
150-year-old park at the corner of Pine and Park Streets in Florence, is a short
distance from the house Truth owned from 1850 to 1857. Many of her friends were
fellow members of the Northampton Association of Education and Industry and
are buried in the Park Street Cemetery across from her house. The statue is a
result of nearly ten years of organizing and fundraising by the Sojourner Truth
Memorial Statue Committee. The Committee is now exploring ways to develop
curricula and build collections and archives to commemorate the contribution
of Sojourner Truth and the historical African-American community of Florence
and Northampton.
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Indigenous People’s
Day/Día De La Raza
Heads Up: Every October,
UROC (see Community
Resource section) hosts
an Undoing Racism
Organizing Training by
the People’s Institute
for Survival and
Beyond.

Throughout the
Americas, people
choose to celebrate Día
de la Raza instead of
Columbus Day. This day
honors the contributions
of Native, African,
European and Asian
ancestors of the
Americas.

Holyoke Community College
presents What happened to
the Native Americans of
Southern New England
during and after King
Phillip’s War?, a talk by
Professor George Ashley,
11am to noon, Frost 309.
Information: 413.552.2418.
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When Christopher Columbus sailed to the Americas, the Spanish sailors did not share the
Arawak custom of sharing and peaceable coexistence. The sailors spied the tiny gold
ornaments and Columbus wrote in his journal, “They have no iron. Their spears are made of
cane… With fifty men we could subjugate them all and make them do whatever we want.”
Columbus and his men captured Arawaks by the thousands, forcing them to procure gold.
Those who could not produce the required amounts had their hands cut off and were left
to bleed to death. Natives who resisted the new rulers were hunted down with dogs and
burned alive or hanged. Despite this atrocity, Taínos and other Arawak cultures still survive.
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Greenfield Community
Singers sing world
music. Info:
413.628.4568

Diwali (Hindu). Begins
today and ends
November 12. It is the
Hindu festival of light
honoring the gods and
Samhain (Wiccan). When the goddesses and signaling
veil between the worlds is
thin and people can commu- the beginning of winter.
Hindus regard Diwali as
nicate with their ancestors
a time of hope and new
and loved ones.
beginnings.
Daylight savings
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time ends.
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Birth of the Báb
(Bahá’í). Begins
at sundown

19

(2001) The Patriot Act
signed into law by
President Bush rolls
back many hard-won
civil liberties. Contact the
Bill of Rights Defense
Committee to get
involved. Info:
413.582.0110
www.bordc.org

26

13

(2001) Commemoration
of the U.S. bombing of
Afghanistan
Traprock Peace Center’s
25th Anniversary. Info:
www.traprockpeace.org
Simchat Torah (Jewish).
Begins at sundown.

1
Simchat Torah (Jewish).
This is the New Year of
the Torah and the holiday
that ends the new year
cycle that begins with
Rosh Hashana.
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Anniversary celebration of
the founding of the
Nipponzan Myohoji Peace
Pagoda, Leverett.
Information:
413.367.2202
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“God commands justice,
kindness and giving (their
due) to near relatives,
while He forbids sexual
misconduct, debauchery
and insolence. He so
instructs you (all) so that
you may draw attention
to it.”
—Qur’an 16:90
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Ramadan (Muslim). Begins at sundown with the
sighting of the Hilel moon. The first full day is Oct. 16.
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Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and
precedes Eid Al-Fitr. It is a month of spiritual and physical
purification and self-discipline. For adults in good health it is
abstention from food, drink and sexual relations from dawn
until sunset; of feeling a common bond with the poor; of piety,
prayer and congregational prayers with the recitation of
the entire Holy Qur’an in sections. Ramadan is a happy
and blessed month.
The Republican
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Birth of the Báb (Bahá’í). “The fact that the adult American Negro female emerges a
Bahá’í’s believe that the
formidable character is often met with amazement, distaste and
Báb (the Gate) was a
even belligerence. It is seldom accepted as an inevitable outcome
manifestation from God
of the struggle won by survivors, and deserves respect if not
who both revealed his
own divine message
enthusiastic acceptance.”
and at the same time
—Maya Angelou (1928), author
announced the imminent appearance of
Bahá’u’lláh.
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Birthday, Maxine Hong
Kingston, (1940), author

“I learned to make
my mind large, as
the universe is large,
so that there is room
for paradoxes.”
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Ralph Waldo
Emerson (1803–
1882), writer and
naturalist from Concord,
MA, was an outspoken
19th century critic of
the U.S. government’s
treatment of enslaved
Africans and Native
Americans.
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Nueva Esperanza’s mission is to help build a safe
and economically sustainable community in
Holyoke. Over the last twenty years it has restored
and maintained over four hundred units of affordable
housing, run after-school programs, helped develop
neighborhood businesses and offered a wide variety
of leadership development, employment, and training
opportunities. Nueva Esperanza also has an annual
Nueva Fiesta. Information: 413.533.9442
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